Diagnostic features of ovine progressive pneumonia.
Ovine progressive pneumonia, a chronic, insidious disease of adult sheep, has a relentless course leading to dyspnea, emaciation, and death. Clinical observations and serologic tests are adequate for making a tentative diagnosis. The agar gel immunodiffusion test seems to be the best serologic procedure for indicating infection with the virus but cannot be used to predict morphologic changes or clinical disease, inasmuch as many clinically unaffected animals carry the virus. A definitive diagnosis is based on finding lesions and isolating virus. Affected lungs are large and heavy as a result of interstitial accumulation of lymphoid cells and fibromuscular tissue. Frequently, interstitial lesions are accompanied by bronchopneumonia from secondary bacterial infection. The causal virus can be isolated from infected lungs by cocultivation with primary ovine or bovine cells.